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Welcome!

   Thank you for your interest in our  MERIT program.  We are 

happy and excited to have you join us.  This is the fifth year 

that we have offered the MERIT program to our high-achieving 

students.  Our goal is to help your child reach their potential in 

and out of class.  In order to achieve this, we will work 

together.  



Maximizing Education to Realize 
Intellectual Transformation
Classes and teachers are going to 
teach your child advanced skills, 
information, and vocabulary that will 
help them learn and grow.  Is it easy 
to be pushed to do something 
new….whether it is sports, dance, 
gymnastics, or even math? No…they 
will be “sore”, disappointed, and 
frustrated at first, but it will get easier 
as they grow and get stronger.
You will be surprised at how much 
they will change between 5th and 8th 
grades.



End of 5th  grade

End of 8th grade



What is MERIT?

MERIT is not for every student.  The MERIT 
student wants challenging academic classes 
along with competitions, clubs, community 
service opportunities, and field trips.



Why would anyone want to be on MERIT?
※ Has your child ever been bored in 

class or lost interest in school?
※ Have they ever wondered why 

they could not learn new 
information instead of the same 
thing over and over?

※ Have they ever wanted to have 
new experiences through 
competitions and trips?

※ Have you been concerned that 
your child was not being 
challenged?



MERIT Overview
※ Each MERIT team is composed of five academic teachers:  

Math, ELA, Science, Social Studies, Spanish.
※ Each subject has at least two different levels of classes:  

Advanced and Honors.  
Advanced -- cover more vocabulary and content than a 
regular classroom.
Honors -- cover more than the advanced class.
Honors Accelerated -- math classes have this additional 
level.Students cover material at an accelerated pace and will 
complete their 8th grade math coursework by the end of 7th 
grade.
Initial placement is determined through teacher 
recommendation, grades, and test scores.  A strength of our 
program is that students are able to move from one level to 
another as the need arises.



Some MERIT students are able to take their ninth grade 
literature, math, or science classes during the 8th grade.  This 
allows flexibility for our students in high school.   Many of our 
8th graders will take EOCT tests during upcoming weeks to 
determine high school credits:

9th grade Lit:  25
9th grade Math:  19
9th Grade Physical Science:  38

High School Spanish classes:
Spanish 1A:  116 (5th graders)
Spanish 1B:  175 (6th & 7th graders)
Spanish 1:  42 (6th - 8th graders)
Spanish 2:  119 (8th graders)



General Information
 The first place to check for updated information about our 

program is the school MERIT page. This page will have 
information about MERIT requirements, required forms, 
service learning guidelines and opportunities, lists of clubs, 
and links to the individual teacher web pages.  We also try to 
include photos of our students as they go through the school 
year.

If you visit the teacher web pages, you will be able to get an 
idea about individual classes and teachers.

QR code for MERIT web page



Homework:  This is always one of the biggest 
concerns.  Yes…students will have 
homework and projects.  The teachers try 
to schedule projects and tests so that they 
will not overlap, but there are times that 
cannot be avoided.  Students will have 
opportunities during the day to work on 
assignments, but you should plan on an 
hour of homework each night.  

Important tip:  Encourage your child to not 
get behind in assignments and work ahead 
whenever possible. 

Study hall:  MERIT students may elect to take 
a study hall class for one of their 
exploratory classes.

 



 Service Learning:  MERIT students must earn a minimum of 20 
service hours during the school year. Ten hours may be 
earned during the summer.  In addition to opportunities in 
church and neighborhoods, HOTC has a summer camp for 
students.  Just make sure that a form is completed and turned 
into the homeroom teacher during the first weeks of school.  
Our MERIT page also has a guide that will help to 

   answer any questions.



 Clubs:  Students must participate in one extracurricular 
club/outside activity.  We understand that not all students 
are able to participate in after-school clubs, so there are a few 
that meet during the school day.  For example, 4-H will meet 
during one of the exploratory classes.  FCA usually meets in 
the mornings before school.  TCMS teachers sponsor many 
clubs, and often students participate in more than one club.  
An updated list with sponsor contact information will be sent 
home during the first days of school.



 Competitions:  MERIT students must participate in two 
competitions each year.  Many clubs have competitions that 
accompany them.  In addition to club competitions, students 
will have opportunities to participate in National History 
Day, Science Fair, DAR, and many  others.  We have had 
many local, state, and even national winners!!



Fifth grade teachers: 
Carrie Holland -- ELA
 Teresa Rieber -- Math

Tammy Sharpe -- Science
Harold Singletary -- Social Studies

 Amanda McConnell – Spanish I



How can you be on MERIT?

❑  Meet or exceed on your Milestones.
❑  Gifted eligibility or A’s/B’s on report card.
❑  No serious discipline referrals.
❑  Submit an application.
❑  Student and parent sign compact on the back of 

application.
❑  Return to teacher or TCMS office.


